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HE  Student  Christian  Movement  is  a  spiritual  brother- 


A  hood  based,  not  on  organisation,  nor  on  formal 
assent  to  common  intellectual  propositions,  but  on  a 
common  faith  and  experience.  Its  unity  is  the  unity  of 
those  who  face  a  common  task  in  the  strength  of  a 
common  devotion.  It  is  true,  and  must  always  be  true, 
that  the  faith  and  life  which  are  in  the  Movement  are 
possessed  more  deeply  and  understood  more  fully  by  some 
members  than  by  others  ;  yet  all  who  have  come  into  real 
contact  with  it  will  agree  that  its  influence  upon  them 
has  not  been  merely  that  of  an  institution,  but  of  a 
fellowship  in  which,  by  the  providence  of  God,  they  were 
made  aware  of  a  spiritual  life  which  was  more  and  greater 
than  themselves. 

It  is  important  to  remember  this  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  Movement  has  formally  confirmed,  in  new  phrases, 
its  faith  and  its  hope.  In  all  our  thinking  and  planning 
with  regard  to  the  recent  changes  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  Movement,  we  must  remember  that  behind  all  the 
language  and  formulas  we  use  there  is  a  deep  and  rich 
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spiritual  life  which  is  our  heritage  from  the  past  and  our 
hope  for  the  future. 

While  all  members  of  the  Movement  have  doubtless 
been  in  some  degree  conscious  of  what  the  Movement 
was  striving  for,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  a  number  of 
Christian  Unions  have  never  realised  clearly  the  aim  of 
the  Movement.  Yet  if  an  individual  Christian  Union  is 
to  represent  worthily  the  ideals  and  life  of  the  Movement 
as  a  whole,  it  is  surely  necessary  that  the  aim  of  the 
Movement  should  be  continually  before  it.  The  recent 
changes  in  the  constitution  will  be  of  some  assistance  in 
this  respect,  inasmuch  as  it  is  now  required  that  the  aim 
and  basis  of  the  Movement  should  be  included  in  the 
constitution  of  every  Christian  Union,  and  thus  brought 
to  the  notice  of  every  member.  All  the  activities  of  the 
Christian  Union  should  be  related  to  and  inspired  by 
this  aim,  and  its  whole  organisation  should  be  a  means 
to  its  completer  achievement. 

The  aim  and  basis  recently  adopted  by  the  Summer 
Conference  at  Swan  wick  is  as  follows  : — 

“  The  aim  of  the  Movement  is  to  lead  Students 
in  British  Universities  and  Colleges  into  full  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  Christian  Faith  in  God — Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit  ;  to  promote  among  them  regular 
habits  of  prayer  and  Bible  study  ;  to  keep  before 
them  the  importance  and  urgency  of  the  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  the  world,  the  Christian  solution  of  social 
problems,  and  the  permeation  of  public  life  with 
Christian  ideals  ;  and  to  lead  them  into  the  fellow¬ 
ship  and  service  of  the  Christian  Church.” 
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(а)  It  is  a  call  to  evangelistic  work.  Right  in  the 
forefront  of  the  Movement’s  plan  of  campaign  it  is  stated 
that  its  hope  is  to  lead  students  to  faith  in  God.  It  will  be 
a  travesty  of  these  words  to  think  of  them  as  solely  con¬ 
cerned  with  an  intellectual  belief  in  the  existence  of  God 
or  in  the  Trinity.  The  meaning  they  convey  is  deeper 
and  fuller  than  that ;  they  form  a  challenge  to  members 
of  the  Movement  so  to  hold  up  the  Christian  faith  before 
their  fellow-students,  and  so  to  testify  by  life  and  word, 
that  our  colleges  and  universities  may  be  led  to  a  living 
faith  in  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Here  lies  the  supreme  aim  of  the  Student  Christian 
Movement. 

(б)  A  message  will  not  be  preached  unless  it  is  first 
believed.  It  is  when  a  great  truth  has  captured  our 
souls  that  it  breaks  forth  from  us  upon  others  and  will 
not  be  denied.  We  cannot  separate  the  evangelistic  aim 
of  the  Movement  from  the  Evangel  which  it  is  its  privilege 
to  proclaim.  While  the  Movement  never  practises  dog¬ 
matic  tyranny,  yet  it  has  never  faltered,  and  it  does  not 
falter  now,  in  its  belief  that  the  only  true  faith  to  which  it 
can  call  the  colleges,  and  to  which  it  can  itself  hold,  is 
the  Christian  faith  in  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and 
God  the  Spirit.  In  this  ancient  formula  is  gathered  up  a 
whole  wealth  of  riches  and  intellectual  experience  which 
none  of  us  can  exhaust.  It  is  this  faith  which  is  preached 
in  summer  conferences,  in  the  literature  of  the  Movement, 
by  speakers  at  Christian  Union  meetings,  and  generally, 
by  whatever  means  the  Movement  can  use  to  spread  its 
convictions. 
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While  students  are  welcome  to  its  membership  who 
have  not  attained  to  much  understanding  of  the  meaning 
of  the  Christian  faith,  yet  it  makes  clear  to  all  the  world 
that  this  is  the  faith  which  corporately  it  holds,  into  the 
meaning  of  which  it  is  constantly  trying  to  enter  more 
deeply,  and  which  it  desires  that  all  its  members  should 
learn  to  accept. 

(c)  The  culture  of  the  devotional  life  has  always  been 
a  prominent  feature  of  the  Student  Movement,  and  in 
the  Aim  we  are  reminded  that  this  is  not  a  thing  which 
can  be  left  to  the  likes  or  dislikes  of  individual  members, 
but  that  it  lies  in  the  very  heart  of  the  ideals  of  the  Move¬ 
ment.  It  might  revolutionise  the  Bible  Study  and  Prayer 
Meetings  of  every  Christian  Union  in  the  country  if 
committees  were  to  remember  that  one  of  the  purposes  of 
the  Movement  was  “  to  promote  among  students  regular 
habits  of  prayer  and  Bible  study.”  Many  Bible  Study 
Circles  and  Prayer  Meetings  are  slack  and  futile  just 
because  there  is  no  clear  reason  in  any  one’s  mind  why 
they  should  be  held. 

It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that  the 
devotional  life  of  the  Student  Movement  is  essential  to 
any  evangelistic  work  it  may  do.  “A  saint,”  said 
Professor  Soderblom  at  Constantinople,  “is  a  man  who 
makes  it  easier  for  other  men  to  believe  in  God.”  Prayer 
and  Bible  study,  if  they  have  life  and  reality  in  them, 
will  do  much  towards  achieving  those  ideals  which  the 
Movement  cherishes  for  the  colleges. 
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(d)  The  foreign  missionary  call  stands  in  the  Aim  as 

well.  How  far  is  each  Christian  Union  helping  students 
to  realise  the  importance  and  urgency  of  the  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  the  world  ?  This  again  is  not  merely  one  activity 
among  others  to  be  taken  up  by  those  who  like  it,  and 
to  be  left  by  those  who  do  not.  Rather,  it  is  indissolubly 
linked  with  the  initial  declaration  of  faith  in  God.  It 
is  because  we  believe  in  a  God  Who  is  beyond  all  human 
limitation  that  we  are  constrained  to  look  forward  to 
the  coming  of  His  Kingdom  in  the  whole  world. 

(e)  Closely  allied  with  this  is  the  ideal  of  the  Movement 
regarding  the  relation  of  its  members  to  the  great  questions 
which  affect  the  well-being  of  society  at  home.  The 
Movement  has  a  trust  in  this  matter  which  it  must  fulfil. 
It  must  continually  insist  that  only  in  Christ  can  the 
diseases  and  sins  of  society  be  healed  and  forgiven,  and 
that  only  as  men  and  women  are  filled  with  His  spirit 
can  life  and  social  relationships  be  dragged  out  of  the 
mire  of  selfishness  and  greed.  It  must  never  forget  that 
no  presentation  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  complete 
which  falls  short  of  its  whole  redemptive  value,  or 
portrays  a  Saviour  who  is  powerless  to  redeem  human 
life  in  its  social  as  well  as  its  individual  relationships.  It 
is  true  both  that  society  can  only  be  redeemed  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  if  we  forget  the  hope  of  the 
redemption  of  society,  we  dishonour  Him. 

(/)  Finally,  the  Movement  aims  to  lead  its  members 
into  the  service  and  fellowship  of  the  Christian  Church. 
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We  ought  always  to  remember  that  we  are  a  society  of 
junior  people,  none  of  us  very  old,  and  most  of  us  very 
young,  that  our  spiritual  life  can  only  be  wholesome 
and  safe  so  long  as  we  are  faithful  members  of  the  wider 
body  of  Christians  without  us,  and  that  any  break  in  the 
links  that  bind  the  Student  Movement  to  the  Church 
will  result  speedily  and  surely  in  the  impoverishment  of  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  Movement.  There  is  the  other  side 
to  be  remembered  also  :  all  the  inspiration  and  vision 
and  healthy  Christian  fellowship  which  we  have  in  the 
Movement  can  be  of  no  little  service  to  the  Church,  if 
members  of  the  Movement,  both  during  their  college  days 
and  afterwards,  are  faithful  and  loyal  to  her.  It  might 
seem  that  this  aim  would  be  realised  in  any  case  when 
people  leave  college,  but  experience  shows  that  unless 
the  Christian  Union  makes  it  a  definite  part  of  its  aim 
to  instil  into  its  members  a  real  desire  to  help  and  serve 
the  Church,  the  ideal  may  easily  be  forgotten. 

As  we  survey  the  aim  of  the  Movement  in  this  wray, 
and  consider  the  spiritual  truths  and  hopes  upon  which 
our  life  is  based,  we  can  see  what  a  wonderful  programme 
it  is.  Most  certainly  the  Movement  did  not  invent  its 
aim  for  itself ;  it  was  given  to  it  by  God,  who  gave  it  all 
its  life  and  hope,  and  it  is  as  stewards  of  a  divine  treasure, 
not  merely  as  organisers  of  a  scheme,  that  we  should  go 
about  the  carrying  out  of  this  purpose. 

The  question  now  arises — If  this  is  the  Aim  and  purpose 
of  the  Movement,  who  should  be  its  members  ?  The 
Movement  has  always  held  that,  while  its  aim,  as  has 
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already  been  stated,  might  be  much  more  clearly  realised 
by  some  than  by  others,  yet  no  one  should  be  a  controlling 
member  of  the  Movement  who  had  not  made  a  definite 
stand  for  Christianity.  The  life  and  purpose  of  the  Move¬ 
ment  stretch  out  far  beyond  us  all,  but  all  who  are 
members  have  a  common  knowledge  and  a  common  con¬ 
viction,  they  stand  firm  upon  the  certainty  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  hope  for  their  lives.  It  is  this  which 
the  declaration  of  membership  attempts  to  express. 

“  In  joining  this  Union  I  declare  my  Faith  in 
God  through  Jesus  Christ,  Whom  as  Saviour  and 
Lord  I  desire  to  serve.” 

The  wording  of  this  declaration  is  intentionally  un- 
theological  except  in  the  sense  that  any  language  used 
concerning  the  central  truths  of  our  religion  must  always 
be  theological.  To  put  the  matter  more  plainly,  the 
declaration  does  not  express  assent  to  a  doctrine  regarding 
the  Person  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  represents  that  funda¬ 
mental  spiritual  attitude  towards  our  Lord  upon  which 
the  whole  fabric  of  Christian  doctrine  is  built,  and  without 
which  it  is  barren  and  meaningless.  The  phrase  in  the 
Aim  and  Basis  :  “  The  Christian  faith  in  God — Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  ” — is  to  be  interpreted  in  the  light 
of  this  initial  religious  confession,  and  this  in  turn  looks 
forward  to  the  doctrinal  position  of  the  Aim  and 
Basis  and  is  to  be  interpreted  by  it.  The  two  are 
indissolubly  connected.  The  requirement  made  of  those 
who  enter  the  Movement  is  a  religious  requirement,  but 
it  is  made  plain  that  they  will  be  led  on  to  articulate 
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and  express  that  religious  faith  in  the  terms  and  by 
the  standards  which  the  Church  has  everywhere  and 
always  used. 

“  I  declare  my  faith  in  God  through  Jesus  Christ .” 

Is  it  not  the  very  pith  and  marrow  of  all  true  religion 
that  we  should,  as  our  Lord  commanded,  “  have  faith 
in  God  ”  ?  To  believe  that  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a 
rewarder  of  them  that  seek  Him,  to  believe  that  He  is 
more  real  than  the  world  of  human  effort  and  ambition, 
that  His  love  and  mercy  are  mightier  than  man’s  selfish¬ 
ness  and  pride,  that  He  is  holy,  and  that  evil  cannot  prevail 
against  Him — this  indeed  should  be  to  live  in  victory 
over  the  world  with  the  freedom  which  is  the  birth¬ 
right  of  the  sons  of  God.  The  words  have  a  depth  of 
meaning  of  which  most  of  us  have  touched  but  the  shallows, 
because  we  walk  by  faith — and  by  sight  as  well.  This 
declaration  is  a  call  to  us  to  seek  anew  to  enter  into 
Christ’s  thought  of  God,  and  to  trust  utterly  to  that 
which  is  unseen  and  eternal. 

It  is  through  Christ  that  we  know  God.  Not  only 
because  He  teaches  us  about  God,  but  because  in  Him 
we  know  we  are  in  touch  with  God.  Probably  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  say  these  words  will  have  learned 
to  know  their  Lord  as  Divine,  and  to  see  in  Him  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  bodily.  There  will  be  some,  not  less 
reverent  or  sincere,  who  cannot  yet  say  this,  but  who 
know  that  when  they  are  near  to  Jesus  Christ  they  are 
near  to  God,  and  that  there  is  in  Him  something  more 
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than  man.  To  all  alike  it  is  the  essence  of  the  matter 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  heart  and  life  of  our  religion,  and 
that  He  leads  us  to  the  Father. 

“  Saviour  and  Lord.”  If  the  question  is  asked,  why 
men  thus  find  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  answer  lies  in 
the  single  word  “  Saviour.”  It  is  because  He  saves  us  from 
our  sin,  because  He  saves  us  from  ourselves,  that  we  are 
constrained  to  bow  before  Him  in  an  adoration  which  no 
man  gives  but  to  the  Divine.  It  was  so  in  the  days  of 
the  disciples,  and  in  the  earliest  years  of  the  Church. 
“  Unto  Him  that  loved  us  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
by  His  blood  ...  to  Him  be  the  glory  and  the  dominion 
for  ever.”  To  most  of  us  probably  the  knowledge  of  the 
power  of  Christ  comes  as  we  look  to  Him  for  help  in  the 
struggle  against  temptation,  but  as  we  go  on  we  find  that 
the  salvation  we  have  from  Him  is  no  mere  wiping  out 
of  the  past,  but  a  present  strength  and  joy  by  which  we 
can  look  forward  to  the  future.  In  the  pregnant  phrase 
of  Acts,  He  is  to  us  “  a  pioneer  of  life,”  He  leads  us  out 
into  the  unknown  realms  of  the  life  of  God,  and  for  all 
the  treasure  of  the  Christian  heritage,  for  the  hope  of 
purity  and  the  earnest  of  eternal  life,  we  are  His  debtors 
through  the  gift  of  His  salvation. 

As  Saviour,  He  is  Lord.  We  cannot  but  acknowledge 
the  Lordship  of  Him  who  has  done  so  much  for  us.  The 
gift  of  life  which  He  has  given  us  can  only  be  used  if  we 
submit  ourselves  to  His  guidance.  In  the  new  world 
into  which  He  leads  us  He  must  be  our  guide,  for  the  law 
of  the  Kingdom  is  that  we  do  not  please  ourselves.  This 
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thought  of  the  Lordship  of  Christ  lies  at  the  heart  of  the 
whole  idea  of  vocation.  We  do  not  “  choose  ”  a  vocation 
— we  are  chosen.  If  we  yield  ourselves  wholly  to  Him, 
we  are  shown  the  way  by  which  we  must  go. 

“  Whom  ...  I  desire  to  serve .”  If  Christ  is  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  we  must  needs  serve  Him.  “  Serve  ”  is  a 
great  New  Testament  word  and  is  full  of  the  pulsing  New 
Testament  life  ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  it  has 
there  a  very  searching  meaning.  St.  Paul  is  the  slave  of 
Christ,  and  he  has  the  marks  of  ownership  branded  upon 
him.  This  is  a  strong  metaphor,  perhaps,  but  it  is  no 
whit  stronger  than  the  complete  self-oblation  which  is 
demanded  of  all  who  follow  Jesus.  “  Service  ”  is  no 
mere  pursuit  of  an  interesting  way  of  life,  it  is  the  offering 
of  self  in  return  for  the  gift  of  life.  There  is  this  that 
distinguishes  the  Christian  from  the  slave  of  paganism, 
that  he  is  his  Lord’s  friend  as  well,  which  is  to  say  that 
the  mind  of  Christ  becomes  our  mind  and  His  will  our 
gladness ;  but  this  does  not  lessen  the  seriousness  and 
force  of  the  call  that  with  all  our  hearts  and  minds  we 
serve  Him. 

There  are  two  things  which  should  be  said  about  the 
use  to  be  made  of  the  Declaration  of  Membership,  now 
that  we  have  examined  it  thoroughly.  In  the  first  place, 
it  is  intended  as  a  spiritual  and  moral  challenge,  not  as  a 
dogmatic  test.  This  has  been  said  above,  but  it  cannot 
too  often  be  repeated  that  every  member  of  the  Student 
Movement  should  make  it  his  duty  to  see  that  the  spiritual 
challenge  is  a  real  one.  There  are  men  and  women  who 
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will  accept  doctrinal  statements  with  facility,  who  yet 
remain  unmoved  by  their  moral  and  spiritual  implications. 
The  keynote  is  to  be  “  service,”  service  of  Jesus  Christ 
as  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  dogmatic  narrowness  is  not  to  be 
exchanged  for  a  spiritual  exclusiveness.  The  great  words 
of  the  Gospel  have  a  meaning  which  is  profound  because 
it  is  so  simple.  The  man  who  has  just  begun  the  Christian 
life  will  not  have  learnt  to  see  so  much  in  them  as  the 
man  who  has  lived  a  long  life  in  fellowship  with  Christ. 
Doubtless  even  in  this  crude  sketch  there  are  passages 
which  some  men  and  women  will  not  admit  as  reflecting 
their  own  experience.  “  Can  a  man,”  it  is  asked,  “  who 
is  still  at  the  beginning  of  his  fight  with  sin,  and  who 
certainly  cannot  say  that  his  sin  is  completely  conquered 
through  Jesus  Christ,  accept  this  declaration  ?  Is  it  only 
for  war-worn  saints  ?  ”  There  are  few  honest  souls  who 
would  not  confess  that  their  fight  with  sin  was  far  from 
over.  Yet  there  is  a  point  which  divides  the  man  who 
has  hope  in  Christ  from  him  who  has  not.  The  “  saint  ” 
of  the  New  Testament  is  often  a  frail  enough  sinner,  but 
he  is  open  to  the  working  of  God’s  Spirit,  he  looks  always 
to  Christ.  The  best  test  that  a  man  can  set  himself  is 
this — Have  I  anything  to  give  another  man  who  comes 
to  me  for  help  ?  Can  I  point  him  to  Jesus  Christ,  knowing 
that  although  my  own  struggle  is  raging  within  me  I  have 
no  hope  but  in  Him  ?  For  anyone  who  can  say  that, 
who  knows,  even  though  he  has  but  little  victory 
himself,  that  the  hope  of  life  and  freedom  is  in 
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Christ  and  nowhere  else,  for  such  a  one  the  Declaration 
is  meant. 

Let  us  all,  therefore,  who  are  members  of  the  Movement, 
take  up  this  fresh  covenant  with  an  understanding  of 
what  it  means.  We  are  banded  together  as  those  who 
have  declared  their  faith  in  God  through  Jesus  Christ, 
and  look  to  Him  for  victory  over  their  sins  and  guidance 
in  their  lives.  As  a  spiritual  brotherhood  we  have  this 
common  aim  which  we  hope  to  carry  out  not  by  our  own 
wisdom  and  strength,  but  by  the  power  of  God  working 
in  us  and  with  us.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  all  the  work  we 
undertake  is  done  with  a  clear  purpose  and  in  the  power 
of  a  high  ideal,  and  that  we  trust  neither  to  formulas  nor 
to  organisation,  but  only  to  our  God  and  Father  to  give 
us  success  in  the  work  which  He  has  given  us  to  do 
for  Him. 
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